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Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of the Secretary
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City

MESS5AGE

armest greetings to the officials and staff of the Bureau of Agricultural Research (BAR), as you
spearhead the 20" Mational Research Sympaosium, with the theme, “Mula Sa Sakahan Patungeng
Hapag-kainan: Bringing the Benefits of Agricultural R&D Closer to thePeople.”

Indeed, we must sustain efforts to enable small farmers, fishers, and rural entrepreneurs to gainfully
profit from the fruits of our research, development and extension (RDE) programs, in terms of increased
harvests and incomes, and adequate supply of affordable basic food commadities. Such is the crux of this
annual gathering to encourage the creation and development of more innovative, cost-efficient, market-
oriented, envirenmentally-sound, and globally competitive farm and fishery practices and technologies.

For our part, we at the DA management will continue to advocate for more public and private
investments — in tandem with farmers and fishers’ groups, local government units, and the private sector —
to speed up the mass-adoption and commercialization of mature RDE outputs.

In all, these initiatives form part of our nationwide FIELDS program to streamline the entire food
supply chain for the benefit of both producers (in terms of efficient production, processing, transport and
marketing of farm and fishery commaodities, here and abroad | and consumers (in terms of easy access to
affordable fresh, safe and nutritious foodstuff). FIELDS stands for Fertilizer, Irrigation and other rural
infrastructure, Extension, training and farmers’ education, Loans and insurance. Dryers and other
postharvest facilities, and Seeds of modern, high-yield, sturdy crop varieties, including quality genetic
materials of livestock and fishery.

Together, let's push Philippine agriculture and fisheries into the forefront of 21st century farming and
commerce. Congratul ations and I'wish you a productive sympasium!

Mabuhayang BAR!
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G reetings to all participants and organizer of the 207 Mational Research Symposium!

| am happy to note that this annual activity is instrumental in improving the lives of our Filipinos
through the relevant research and development (R&D) in agriculture and fisheries that your organization is
supporting. | am also glad that through this activity, you are giving due recognition to our researchers who
lead in this difficult endeavor under modest conditions providing and sharing to us their expertise in the
field.

As you gather to discuss and exchange ideas and fellowship with one ancther, | trust that you will
keep in mind the ultimate reason for your efforts—uplifting the lives of Filipino farmers. More than ever,
they need our assistance tosurvive and compete in the global economy.

Again, my congratulations to the awardees, organizers, and everyone who is involved in this
Aactivity.
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First District of Sorsogon
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role of research in the agriculture sector is significant in increasing the incomes and profitability of

our stakeholders. With the recent instability of the world rice market, we have come to realize that

wie can no longer rely on the world rice market, we have come torealize thatwe canno longer rely on

the world to supply cur needs. Increasing production inour own backyard is the way to address the growing
demand of our population.

This year's theme of “Mula sa Sakahan Patungong Hapagkainan: Bringing the Benefits of Agricultural
R & D Closer to the People” is very timely with the President’s call in her SONA “To meet the challenge of
today, we will feed our people, now not later, and help them get through these hard times. To meet the
challenges of tomarrow, we must become more self-reliant, self-sufficient, and independent, relying on
ourselves more that on the world.”

As we embark the journey towards food sufficiency, it is important that R&D efforts remain strong
not only in the confines of the laboratory but its fruits be felt by the Filipino households through availability
and accessibility of high guality and affordable foods on their tables.

In behalf of the Department of Agriculture, it is my pleasure to congratulate our agricultural
researchers from all aver the country present here today not only for their works in coming up with these
innovations. but for their dedication to be of continued service to the country despite the allurement of
greener pastures abroad.

Thankyou and good day.
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Undersecretary for Policy, Planning, Research
and Project Development
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n behalf of the men and women of the Bureau of Agricultural Research (BAR), | welcome you all to

20™ National Research Symposium (NRS)! This annually-organized activity is meaningful for us

because officially. the bureau reaches its two-decade of client-oriented service in managing the
agriculture and fisheries research and development(R&D) in the country.

This year's theme, Mula Sakahan Patungong Hapagkainan: Bringing the Benefits of Agricultural RED
Closer to the People™ propels us in the scientific community to be resolute in bringing down the gains of
R&D to where they are needed the most, ensuring our farmers and fisherfolk to better their income-
generating capacities.

We consider conducting the NRS as one of our tiumphs. As such, we guarantee that the researches
that we are supporting are effectively disseminated and ultimately adopted at the grassroot level. This
initiative is expedited with the help of extension through technology demonstrations and forums. Our
recently concluded Agriculture and Fisheries Technology Commercialization Forum and Exhibit is a suffice
indication of thiskind of endeavor.

| thank our researchers and scientists, evaluators, and our partner agencies for supporting us
through the years and for being our active allies towards agricultural development.

Letus constantly work and commit to the challenges of our times.

Mabuhay angating mea mangnaliksi k!

67 0w

MICOMEDES P. E R, CESOIV
Directar
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